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DESTINATIONS

RALPH LAUREN

867 Madison Avenue

(at 72nd Street)

212.606.2100

381 West Broadway

(between Broome and Spring
streets)

212.625.1660

381 Bleecker Street

(between Charles and Perry streets)
646.683.0684

380 Bleecker Street

(between Charles and Perry streets)
212.645.5513

www.polo.com

SAKS FIFTH AVENUE
611 Fifth Avenue

(at 50th Street)
212.753.4000
www.saks.com

SALVATORE FERRAGAMO
655 Fifth Avenue

(at 52nd Street)

212.759.3822
www.salvatoreferragamo.com

SEIZE SUR VINGT

243 Elizabeth Street

(between Houston and Prince streets)
212.343.0476

www.16sur20.com

SERGIO ROSSI

694 Fifth Avenue

(between Prince and Spring streets)
212.941.0529

WWW.sergiorossi.com

SCOOP

1275 Third Avenue

(at 73rd Street)

212.535.5577

532 Broadway

(between Prince and Spring streets)
212.925.2886

861 Washington Street

(between 13th and 14th streets)
212.691.1905

EXPERT TIPS

&

BUYING FINE LINENS

BY FABRIZIO BIASIOLO
VICE PRESIDENT OF CASA DEL BIANCO

\When shopping for luxury linens, trust your hand more than the
thread count.

The whole idea of thread count has become overblown in consumers’
minds. The notion that the higher the number of threads per square inch,
the better the product, is just not true. There are other more important
factors in determining the quality of linens and the level of comfort and
pleasure they can deliver their users.

Sheets have to be light in weight and have to “breathe” to avoid
excessive and, quite honestly, highly uncomfortable perspiration.

To test softness, use the so-called “hand” approach (the industry
word for the sensation when linens are caressed with the back of a
hand). The sheets have to be smooth and soft fo the touch.

When it comes to durability, the sheets must be able to maintain their
light weight and softness affer many washes.

A vast majority of luxury hotels choose 100 percent Egyptian cotfon
in a percale construction, normally on a 200 thread count for their bed
linens. But many consumers think luxury linens are 300-plus thread
count on a safteen construction. What has deceived people is that
sateen sheefs are more expensive than percale sheefs. Sateen sheets
have the tendency to refain humidity (due fo their tighter construction)
and to be more delicate than percale sheets.

The only advantage the sateen construction has over the percale is
the fact that they do not wrinkle much.

Another myth fo dispel is the fact that the more threads are in a
square inch the softer the product will be: The more threads there are in
a square inch the heavier the product will be. The balance between the
thread count and the weight is most important. There are plenty of
people sleeping on 1,000 thread count sheets unaware of the fact that,
in reality, they are sleeping on tablecloths.

When dealing with natural fibers, the more you wash the linens the
befter they feel.



